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Sussex Archaeological Society began in 1846 and is the oldest
Archaeological Society in England.

We are a registered charity whose charitable aims are to enable people to enjoy, learn about and have access to
the heritage of Sussex. We do this by opening six historic sites in Sussex to visitors old and young, providing
research facilities in our library, running excavations, providing a finds identification service and offering a
variety of walks, talks and conferences on the archaeology and history of Sussex.

We rely upon income from admissions, donations, grants, weddings, events and membership to enable us to look
after the buildings and sites in our care. We do not receive any government funding.

Sussex Archaeological Society is registered in England as a company limited by guarantee, Reg. No. 202795, Reg.
Charity No. 207037, VAT Reg. No. 692 8015 18

Sussex Past Trading Limited is a subsidiary of the Sussex Archaeological

We offer Weddings at 3 of our stunning venues, Michelham Priory, Anne of Cleves House and Lewes Castle.

All of the profits from our Weddings and Events help up keep our beautiful buildings and keep them open for all
to enjoy.
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Viewing your Chosen Venue

Once you have perused our brochure and decided which venue is most suited to your needs, you can email our Weddings and
Functions manager Bev to arrange a viewing: weddings@sussexpast.co.uk

If you would like to visit more than one venue, this can also be arranged.

During your visit, all your options will be discussed as well as a tour, you may then stay and enjoy looking at our
exhibitions/artifacts/buildings should you so wish.

Payments and moving Forward

Once you have made a decision as to whether we are the venue for you, we will require a 50% deposit to secure your booking
(25% at Michelham Priory and Exclusive use at Anne of Cleves)

Final payment is due 10 weeks before your big day.

You will then be issued with a card that allows you into your chosen venue for free up to 5 times outside of any meetings with
The Weddings and Functions Manager .

We offer full support throughout your whole planning process and on the day.

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Michelham Priory

Elizabethan Barn and Priors Chamber

More than just a barn..............

Michelham priory is Available to hire from 9am - 11pm Mid February to Mid December any day
of the week

Hidden away in the Cuckmere Valley in Sussex at the foot of the South Down is the stunning
Michelham Priory. The estate is surrounded by the longest water-filled moat in England, encircling
the enchanting priory on its very own island. The priory has a long established history of warmly
welcoming and generously entertaining lords and ladies with lavish banquets and merry parties.
Even the humble monks who founded the priory in 1229 had a reputation for merrily entertaining
honoured guests with wonderful wine and feasts. After the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry
VIII, the priory became a comfortable countryside retreat for leading courtiers with its beautiful
architecture and romantic gardens winding down to the waterside moat. What better way to spend
the most magical day of your life than on your own enchanted island surrounded by beauty, nature
and history?

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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What you need to know...

Maximum 80 ceremony guest and 130 guests for the barn

Price inclusive of VAT at the current rate

Food and drinks costs are in addition

Biodegradable confetti is permitted in the gardens

Bands must adhere to our sound limits and plug into our limiter

Michelham Priory will remain open to the public until 5pm unless you book our exclusive use package.
You can have part or all of your day at Michelham Priory

Free Parking

Our hire includes set up time the day before and collection the day after

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Anne of Cleves House

A Tudor Dream..............

Anne of Cleves House is available to hire 9am - 11pm from April to September

Hidden away in the Southover Quarter of Lewes, Anne of Cleves House has a long and colourful history. From its
early days as a lodging house for distinguished guests of Lewes Priory, Anne of Cleves House has been a place of
warm greetings, celebrations and lavish feasting for over 600 years. In 1538 the house fell into the hands of the
crown during the dissolution of the monasteries and was later gifted to Anne of Cleves, 4™ wife of King Henry
VIII as part of their annulment proceedings. Following Anne’s death the house reverted to the crown and in 1560
was purchased by Robert Saxpes and his beloved wife Margaret as their family home. The Saxpes family lived
happily at Anne of Cleves House for many years often hosting parties and family celebrations in the house and
delightful gardens. Why not follow in their happy footsteps, adding your own page to the colourful story of this
charming house? Let us take the worries away and host your wedding celebrations for you in this peaceful
Tudor house. What better way to spend your day then surrounded in beauty and history in a house once owned
by Anne of Cleves?

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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What you need to know...

Exclusive hire is available between April to September any day of the week.

Maximum 50 guests

Price inclusive of VAT at the current rate

Anne of Cleves house remains open to the public until 5pm unless you book our exclusive hire package.
Biodegradable confetti is permitted in the gardens

Hire period is 9am -8pm (10pm if opting for exclusive use package)

You can choose to have part or all of your day at Anne of Cleves house

Hire includes set up the day before and collection the day after

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Lewes Castle
A Fairytale Wedding........

Lewes Castle is available for hire from 9am until sunset between April and October every day of the week.

Standing tall and proud in the heart of Lewes, a historic town in the rolling hills of the Sussex countryside, is the
romantic ruin of Lewes Castle. Originally a stronghold built by William the Conqueror the castle was first home
to his loyal friend William de Warenne and his beloved wife Gundrada, the first Earl and Countess of Surrey. The
story pages of this amazing thousand-year-old castle tell tales of love and friendship, noble courtiers, chivalrous
knights, courtly romance, brave battles, siege and betrayal and of course joyous feasting and lavish celebrations
with no expense spared by the ruling Earls. Long retired as the impressive noble home and defensive stronghold
of the South Downs, Lewes Castle is now a romantic fairy-tale ruin with breath taking views of the surrounding
countryside, mysterious towers and beautiful walled gardens. Why not add your own tale to the story of this
stunning Norman castle and follow in the footsteps of brave knights, heroic Earls and courageous Countesses.
Allow us to take all the worries away and host your wedding celebrations for you, after all what better place to
have your wedding than at your very own fairy-tale castle?

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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What you need to know...

e Maximum 80 guests for ceremonies (50 seated, 30 standing) and 100 guests for receptions
We do not allow live bands. Recorded music, classical and acoustic musicians are welcome.
There are 139 steps up to the pleasure garden with no disabled access.

The Ceremony space is 100% outdoors - a basic marquee is included in your hire in case of extreme
weather.

The Castle remains open to the public until 5pm unless you book our exclusive hire package.
Price inclusive of VAT at the current rate.
Biodegradable confetti is permitted on the grounds.

Due to the nature of the building, we do not allow corkage, all food and drink must go through one of our
preferred caterers.

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Pricing Michelham Priory

Available Mid Feb- Mid December Preferr | Use of Day Planning On the day Evening Use of Access to 4 hours for Collection Use of Chairs Capacity Price
ed barn/ Befo assistanc | supervisor Security Barn house and ceremony day after Priors and
9am — 11pm Caterer | Moat re e and team Sound grounds and drinks chamb tables
s Terrac acce system er
e ss
Ceremony and Drinks Reception X X X X X X X X X X 130 £2,400

Elizabethan Barn
(Mon —Thurs only)

Full day hire Elizabethan Barn (any X X X X X X X X X X 130 £5,000
day)
Ceremony and Drinks reception priors X X X X X X X X X 60 £1,600
Chamber
(Mon —Thurs only)
Full day hire - Ceremony in Chamber, X X X X X X X X X X X 60 £5,500
Reception in Elizabethan Barn day/

130

evenin
g

Exclusive use (includes closing venue X X X X X X X X X X X 130 £30,000

to the public and Champagne Picnic
the day before)

Catering — we have preferred caterers which due to the nature of our kitchens must be used. They will include all linens, glassware, crockery etc in their quote.
We have an extensive preferred supplier list for all aspects of your day - we highly recommend you stick to this list where possible. We are a charity with a Grade 1 listed Historic
Building that is open to the public, because of this, we need to ensure all suppliers understand and respect our properties. Our preferred suppliers are trusted in quality and

customer service

Our Elizabethan Barn is heated, so you can be cosy whatever the weather on your big day (heating is included)

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Pricing Anne Of Cleves House

Available Mid Jan — Mid Nov Preferr Use of Day Planning On the Day Chairs and Use of in Day after Use of Tudor Use of Closed Champa Capacity Price
9 8 ed East Befo | assistanc supervisor tables house collection Bedroom in Tudor to the gne
am -spm caterer Room re e and team sound case of bad Garden public picnic
s acce system weather day
ss before
4 hour Hire X X X X X X X X X X 50 £800
6 Hour Hire X X X X X X X X X X 50 £1,100
8 hour Hire X X X X X X X X X X 50 £1,500
xclusiv X X X X X X X X X X X X ,
Exclusive Use 50 £4,995
Pricing Lewes Castle
Available Mid ApriI - Mid Septem ber Cerem Day Plan On the Use of Day after Marquee Use of gun Chairs Use of Closed Champa Capacity Price
9 sund ony in before ning day Sound collection in Gun garden marquee in to the gne
am —.sundown West drop assis | superviso system Garden bad public picnic
tower off tanc r and weather day
e team (west before
tower only)
Ceremony Only (four hour hire) X X X X X X X X X 50 £1,800
seated/
30
standing
Reception (per hour only as an add on X X X X X X X X X 5°d/ £250 ph
seate
to ceremony) 20 +£200 for
g marquee
standing installation
Exclusive Use X X X X X X X X X X X X 50 £12,500
seated/
30
standing

Catering — we have preferred caterers which due to the nature of our venues must be used. They will include all linens, glassware, crockery etc in their quote.
We have an extensive preferred supplier list for all aspects of your day - we highly recommend you stick to this list where possible. We are a charity with a Grade 1 listed historic
Building that is open to the public, because of this, we need to ensure all suppliers understand and respect our properties. Our preferred suppliers are trusted in quality and

customer service .

Sussex Past Weddings
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Preferred Caterers

Due to the nature of our venues, our preferred caterers must be used.

quote.

Elizabeth Caton
Lizzie and Charlotte
www.elizabethcaton.com
info@elizabethcaton.com

Tie The Knot Catering
Pippa and Nick
www.tietheknotcatering.co.uk
weddings@tietheknotcatering.co.uk

Circa Events
Mark and Olivia
WWw.circacirca.com
eat@circacirca.com

They will include all linen, glassware and crockery in their

Bay Tree Foods
Sarah
www.baytreefoods.co.uk
sarahblay@btinternet.com

Garlic Wood Farm
Toby
www.garlicwoodevents.co.uk
toby@qgarlicwoodevents.co.uk

Gracefully Grazing
Michelle
www.gracefullygrazing.com
info@gracefullygrazing.com

Please find all our Preferred Suppliers over the next few

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Accessories

Aurum Designer Jewellers
Andrew
aurumijewellers.com
mail@aurumjewellers.com

Dymond Jewellery

Carron
dymondijewellery.co.uk
dymondjewellery@gmail.com

Isabella Josie Milinary
Bella

isabellajosie.com
isabellajosiemilinary@gmail.com

Cakes

Kasserina Cakes
Karen
kasserina.com
info@kasserina.com

Emily’s Mixing bowl

Emily

emilysmixingbowl.co.uk
info@emilysmixingbowl.co.uk

Sovereign Cakes

Val

sovereigncakes.biz
val@sovereigncakes.biz

Sylvia’s Kitchen

Liz

sylviaskitchen.cu.uk
liz@sylviaskitchen.co.uk

Cars

Falcon Wedding Cars

Peter

falconweddingcars.co.uk
office@falconweddingcars.co.uk

Paladins Classic Cars

Peter
paladinsclassiccards.com
info@paladinsclassiccars.com

Celebrants

Creating Ceremony

Claire

creatingceremony.com
claire@creatingceremony.com

Kate and Kate Celebrants
Kate and Kate

kateandkatecelebrants.co.uk
kateandkatecelebrants@gmail.com

Décor, Styling and Hire

Flutterby Events

Miranda
flutterbyevents.me.uk
miranda@flutterbyevents.co.uk

Hire your Day

Amanda

hireyourday.co.uk
amanda@hireyourday.co.uk

Etheros Events

Karen

etheros.co.uk
silhouette@live.co.uk

Gills Vintage Garden Games
Gill
gillsvintagegardengames.com

gillsvintagegardengames@gmail.com

Rosemary Jane Bride
Rosie
rosemaryjanebride.co.uk

rosie@rosemaryjanebride.co.uk

Champagne and Confetti
Liz
champagneandconfetti.co.uk

info@champagneandconfetti.co.uk

Dazzling Décor

Vicki

dazzlingdecor.co.uk
info@dazzlingdecor.co.uk

Dresses/clothing

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Florists

Florist on the farm
Lucy
floristonthefarm.co.uk

lucy@floristonthefarm.co.uk

Florian

Carrie

flowers-brighton-hove.co.uk
info@flowers-brighton-hove.co.uk

Tigers to Lillies

Emma

tigerstolillies.co.uk
emma@tigerstolillies.co.uk

Porto’s Flowers
Isobel

portos.florist
info@portos.florist

Darling buds of Sussex
Tracey
darlingbudsofsussex.co.uk
traceykirker@btinternet.com

Petal and Bird (paper florist)
Claire

petalandbird.co.uk
clare@petalandbird.co.uk

Hair and Make Up

Amy Maughan
amymaughanhairdressing.co.uk
amymaughan82@gmail.com

Marguees and Tents

James Marquees

Mark

jamesmarguees.com
info@jamesmarquees.com

Arabian Tent Company
Katherine
arabiantents.com
info@arabiantents.com

Party on the Grass

Nathan and Kelly
partyonthegrass.co.uk
info@partyonthegrass.co.uk

Mobile bars and catering

Dubbar

Chloe

dubbar.co.uk
chloe@dubbar.co.uk

The Lime Bar
Kirsty 2 of Harps
limebar.co.uk Janet

info@thelimebar.co.uk 2ofharps.com

thewilsonsabout@hotmail.com

Pinks Vintage Ice cream

Georgia
pinks-vintage-icecream.co.uk Strings Attached
info@pinks-vintage-icecream.co.uk Carl

stringsattachedviolins.com
stringsattachedviolins@gmail.com

Indulgent Ice Creams
Pete
indulgenticecreams.co.uk Fiona Hosford Harpist
peter@indulgenticecreams.co.uk Fiona
harpist.uk.com
fiona@harpist.uk.com

Music and Entertainment
Please speak to our Weddings
manager for advice on music best
suited to your venue

Acoustic

Sarah Milner Violinist

Sarah
sarahsussexviolinist.co.uk
sarah violin@hotmail.co.uk

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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Ellen Harpist
Ellen

ellenharpist.com
info@ellenharpist.local

Sussex String Quartet
sussexstringguartet.com
sussexstringdtet@btopenworld.com

Florentine Quartet
florentinequartet.co.uk
chrisdphipps@ntlworld.com

Singers

Lula Weddings

Lucy

lulaweddings.co.uk
hello@lulaweddings.co.uk

Vintage Trio
Karen
silhouette@live.co.uk

Bands

Brighton Ceilidh Band
Louise
brightonceilidh.co.uk

info@brightonceilidh.co.uk

The Lowdown Band
thelowdownband.co.uk
thelowdown@alivenetwork.com

Funky Dumpty
fdentertainments.com
info@fdentertainments.com

Neal Richardson band
nealricharson.com
bookings@nealrichardson.com

Dis

Stick it on

stickiton.org.uk
rob@stickiton.co.uk

Unlimited Promotions
unlimitedpromotions.co.uk
unlimitedpromotions@hotmail.com

Kestrel Events
kestrelevents.co.uk
info@kestrelevents.co.uk

MTA Events (also pianist)
mta-events.com
office@mta-events.com

Magicians

Alexander James Magic
alexanderjamesmagic.com
hello@alexanderjamesmagic.com

Photobooths

Crazy Peacock Presents
Hannah and Fleur
crazypeacockpresents.co.uk

info@crazypeacockpresents.co.uk

Lumimix

Sam

lumimix.com
info@lumimix.co.uk

Photography

Teri V photography
Teri

teriv.co.uk
teri@teriv.co.uk

Photography by Bond
Claire

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk

photographybybond.co.uk
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Fitzgerald Photographic

Clare

fitzgeraldphotographic.co.uk
clare@fitzgeraldphotographic.co.uk

Simon Fazackarley Photography
Simon

simonfazackarley.com
info@fazackarley.com
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Sam Pharoah Photography
Sam

sampharoah.com
info@sampharoah.com

Mills and King Photography
Rebecca
millsandkingphotography.com

millsandkingphotography@outlook.

com

Something Different

Clayzer — Lazer Clay Pigeon Shooting
Bev

clayzer.co.uk

Fabulous Fingerprint company

Alice
fabulousfingerprintcompany.co.uk
hello@fabulousfingerprintcompany.co.
uk

Truffle Witch

Julia

trufflewitch.co.uk
orders@trufflewitch.co.uk

Sussex Past Weddings
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Gift Shops

We have gift shops at all of our wedding venues, why not treat your guests to some locally sourced honey for
favors or Some Sussex past Chocolate? You could even choose your wedding Jewellery from our beautiful
collection on sale!

Booking information

To arrange an appointment to see any of our venues please contact our Weddings Manager Bev stating which
venue you wish to see.
weddings@sussexpast.co.uk

Please visit our facebook page for more images on each of our beautiful venues, search Sussex Past Weddings

Sussex Past Weddings weddings@sussexpast.co.uk
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